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The Lymphatics. By G. Delamere, P. Poirier, and B. 

Cuneo. Authorized English Edition, Translated and Edited 

by Cecil H. Leaf. 117 Illustrations. Pp. 301. Chicago: 

W. T. Keener and Co., 1904. 

This important work forms one volume of a “ Treatise of 
Human Anatomy,” edited by P. Poirier and A. Charpy, and under 
the general title includes the general anatomy of the lymphatics 
by G. Delamerc and special studies of regional lymphatics by 
P. Poirier, Professor of Anatomy in tbe Faculty of Medicine, 
Paris, and B. Cuneo, Associate Professor in the same body. The 
translator, Cecil H. Leaf, M.A., M.B., F.R.C.S., is Assistant 
Surgeon to the Cancer Hospital, and is associated with other Lon¬ 
don institutions. The names of all arc well known in the field 
of anatomical research, and are sufficient evidence of the high 
quality of the work. 

The histology of the lymphatic system, as presented here by 
Delamerc, comprises, the structure of the finer lymph spaces and 
channels, the nodes and glands, and the leucocytes. Ilis review 
of the literature of the latter subject is particularly complete, and 
shows an amount of patient investigation that is evident without 
the testimony of the seven pages of references. 

Our insufficient knowledge of the leucocytes is emphasized by 
the varying views quoted by M. Delamerc, there being almost as 
many opinions as observers. The writer chooses to classify the 
white cells as microcytes (lymphocytes of Einhorn, Ehrlich), 
macrocytes (large mononuclear), cells with neutrophile granules 
(neutrophile cells), cells with acidophilc granules (cosinophile 
cells), and cells with mctachromatic basophile granules (mast- 
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cells of Ehrlich). This choice of terms he justifies from a critical 
study of the various classifications that have been offered from 
time to time, as well as by conclusions based on bis own.observa¬ 
tions. 

The need of a rational and fixed terminology may be drawn 
from a glance at tbe long list of synonyms attached to each 
variety, the writer instancing fourteen different names besides 
“ microcyte” for this sort of cell alone. 

The general minute anatomy of the lymphatic vessels and 
glands is taken up hy the same author after a description of the 
methods of preparation employed. He gives considerable space to 
Sappey’s methods of injection with mercury and Gcrota’s with 
Prussian blue and other substances, and mentions a variety of 
other methods. 

The author contends that the lymph capillaries are invariably 
closed channels, having 110 communication with either connective- 
tissue spaces, serous membranes, or the blood-vessels. 

Of the lymph glands, he concludes that they are true secre¬ 
tory organs, producing leucocytes and certain ferments of undeter¬ 
mined nature, and acting as centres for cytolysis. He disputes 
their power to produce red cells, but concedes the occasional pres¬ 
ence of active bacteria in apparently normal glands. 

The second section of the book contains special studies of 
regional lymphatics by Messrs. Poirier and Cuneo. To these dis¬ 
sections and injections with the accompanying descriptive text 
one must accord entire approval. They reflect a high degree of 
patient, thorough, and scholarly workmanship. It would be diffi¬ 
cult to indicate one portion that excels more than another, unless 
the choice be left to the interested reader, who will naturally turn 
to that portion of the anatomy in which his specialty lies. The 
bibliography is particularly full. 

The following excerpt may prove of interest. “ Clado has 
described an anastomosis between the lymphatics of the appendix 
and those of the right ovary; this anastomosis runs in the appen- 
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diculo-ovarian ligament. Tixier and Viannay have found a small 
lymphatic gland in this fold. We have never proved the existence 
of the anastomosis described by Clado, and we formally deny 
its presence.” 

Of the general appearance of the book, it may be said that 
the letter-press is excellent, the illustrations—many of them 
colored—numerous and beautiful, and the arrangement con¬ 
venient. The translator’s laudable desire to preserve the French 
construction does not permit of a particularly easy style, and in 
places interferes with perfect clearness of construction. A good 
index would add greatly to the usefulness of the hook. 

Henry Goodwin Weuster. 

A System ok Practical Surgery. By Drs. E. von Bergmann, 
of Berlin; P. von Bruns, of Tubingen, and J. von Miku¬ 
licz, of Breslau. Edited by William T. Bull, M.D., New 
York. To be complete in five volumes. Volume 1 . 936 pages. 
Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1904. 

Volume I of von Bergmann’s Surgery has reached its second 
edition in the original German, and it is from this edition that the 
English work has been translated and edited by William T. Bull 
and Walton Martin, of New York. The second German edition 
was edited by Drs. von Bergmann, von Bruns, and von Mikulicz. 

In publishing the American edition, many references to 
American and English methods have been added. The number 
of illustrations has also been increased. 

In the present volume one misses the'chapters on Bacteriology 
and General Pathology which are wont to occupy the first few 
chapters of systematic works on Surgery, for von Bergmann 
immediately takes up the Injuries and Diseases of the Skull and its 
Contents. In fact, the entire volume is devoted to the surgery of 
the head. 

Krause has contributed two chapters concerning the Neu¬ 
ralgias of the Head. Being an acknowledged leader in this 
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branch of surgery in Germany, his contribution commands special 
interest, and is of great value. 

Lexer, of Berlin, Privat-Doccnt at the clinic of von Berg- 
mann, discusses the Malformations, Injuries, and Diseases of the 
Face. In connection with this he makes an extensive review of 
plastic surgery in general, and adds many original observations 
upon plastic operations. 

The chapters by Kronlein, Kiimmel, and Kiittner are also ex¬ 
haustive and deserving of special mention. 

The evident intention of this work is to present to the reader 
the entire field of surgery, each section being written by one who 
is a recognized leader in that special branch of the subject. 

There is nothing startling in the present work. It is simply 
an encyclopaedia of surgery in which the greatest surgical minds 
of Germany find expression. 

Paul M. Pilcher. 

Text-Book of Operative Surgery. By Tiieodor Kociier. 
Authorized Translation from the Fourth German Edition by 
Harold J. Stiles, M.B., F.R.C.S. (Edin.). London: Adam 
and Charles Black, 1903. New York: The Macmillan Com¬ 
pany. 

In this edition Professor Kocher draws especial attention to 
the modifications in his operations for extirpation of the tongue, 
and excision of the larynx. The chapters on Anaesthesia, Treat¬ 
ment of Wounds, Trephining, Amputations, and Excisions, and 
numerous other portions of the volume, have been rewritten. 

The author still lays great stress upon the choice and direc¬ 
tion of the initial incisions. 

Of great interest is the section on the radical cure of inguinal 
and femoral hernias. The methods as described by Kocher are so 
simple and the results reported so uniformly good that the pro¬ 
cedures recommend themselves to the surgeon. However, in the 
hands of many other operators they have not met with such 
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favorable results. It will be noted that Kocher has departfcd from 
his earlier method of applying torsion to the sac and laying it 
along the anterior wall of the inguinal canal. It is .acknowledged 
that by such a procedure the vitality of the sac is so much lowered 
that necrosis is apt to occur. 

In preparing a patient for excision of the tongue, the same 
rigid rules for asepsis are adhered to. Since publishing the third 
edition of his hook, Kocher has modified his operation for excision 
of the tongue very considerably, and the present edition describes 
his new method of splitting the lower jaw, which makes the 
operation much more simple and easy to perform. 

The section treating of Goitre is without question the master¬ 
piece of the work. 

The hook needs no special recommendation from the reviewer. 
Its four editions, and its translation into English, French, Russian, 
Spanish, and Italian, hear sufficient testimony to the value of the 
work. 

Paul M. Pjlciiek. 


TO CONTRIBUTORS AND SUBSCRIBERS. 

All Contributions for Publication, Books for Review, and Exchanges 
should be sent to the Editorial Office, 386 Grand Avc., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Remittance for Subscriptions and Advertising and all business com¬ 
munications should be addressed to the 

ANNALS OF SURGERY, 

227-231 South Sixth Street, Philadelphia. 



